
TH E  GOD OF ABRAHAM PRA IS  E

Nobodv  knows  whe re  t h i s  t une  came  f rom,  bu t  you  can  f i nd  i t  h i d i ng  i n  Jew ish  and  i n  Russ ian  mus i c ,

and  i n  t he  mus i c  o f  Spa in .  When  the  Czech  compose r ,  Sme tana ,  wan ted  t o  desc r i be  t he  Mo ldau ,  a

beau t i f u l  r i ve r  i n  h i s  coun t r v ,  he  used  t he  t une  i n  t h i s  r hv thm:

In  Jew ish  synagogues  t he  Heb re *  f ao *JG i l ,  a lways  sung  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  t he  morn ing  se rv i ce ,

and  a t  t he  c l ose  o f  t he  even ing  r " ru f * ,  * " . l i e  same  tune ,  bu t  i t  sounds  l i ke  t h i s :

The  P recen to r  s i ngs :

and  t he  cong rega t i on  answers :

One  t ime  Thomas  O l i ve rs  v i s i t ed  a  g rea t  I  =yn "gogue  I  i n  London"  He  hea rd  t he  Heb rew  doxo logy  sung

by  "  I  p recen to r  l named  Meye r  Leon i ,  who  had  a  b ig ,  beau t i f u l  vo i ce  t ha t  f i l l ed  t he  who le  sanc tua ry .

Thomas thought ,  "What  a  wonder fu l  hymn that  would  make,  "  so he made an Engl ish poem out  o f  the Hebrew

words.  The tune was ca l led "Leoni "  in  honor  o f  the s inger  who insp i red Thomas.

THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE is  a  wonder fu l  hymn for  a  fes t iva l ;  the more people  s ing ing,  the bet ter

i t  sounds .

Do vou know what  these words mean?

Doxology

Synagogue

Precentor
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